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CONFIDENTIAL. Sepe 21, 1916. 
Dear Mre 


A very important movement has recently 
been initiated, by business acquaintances of yours, 
to bring about more friendly relations and a better 
state of feeling between Ontaric and Quebec, or per= 
haps I should say between English and French speaking 
Cansdians.- In as brief a form as possible I wish to 
lay the matter before you, and to bespeak your co= 
operation in certain plans that are now being formu- 


You are familiar, of course, with the 


v 

opinion eenmonly held throughout this Provinces that 
Quebse has been backward in recruiting, and that French- 
Canadians have not played their fair part in the war. 
You also know how Ontario's school policy with regard 

to the use of the Grench language has been resented in 
Quebec. These two things, played oneagainst the other, 
have stiffened us in our attitude towards bilingualism, 

P t re French Canadians belicve we are 

doing them an absolute injuctice, and have furnished them 

ith plsusible excuses, not only for holding alcof from 
enlistment, but fer starting a boycott of Ontario 


buel ne se house Se 


It goes without ssyine, of course, that the 
Situation has been aggravated to serve political ends, 
and that extremists on both sides heave talked with too 
Picky a tongue. But if that sort of thing goes on un- 

ecked long enough, if is certainto lead to trouble, 

mr thought?ulmen from this Province, who have been to 
Some pains fo invescticate the situation personally, are 
convinced that it is high time the trouble makers were 
put bacx into their proper places, and that reasomable men, 
representative of the masses and cf the everage opinions 


On both sides, took control. National unity 
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is, of course, a principle for which we should all strive 
at all times. Particularly just now, with a world war 
on our hands, it is of compelling importarce that we should 
submerge our personal grievances and forget our domestic 
quarrels. The French-Can-dian business man appreciates 
that fact just as much es we dc, and is anxicus to restore 
harmony and promote co-cperation. What little breach there 
is has come as the result of misundcerstandings that can 
asily be cleared away by getting together, by learning one 
ancther's viewpoint, and by developine a spirit of mutual 
respect and mutval confidence. 


A few veeke ego a number of representative business 
men from this Province met a similar number of French-Cansdian 
business men in Wontreal, for the purpose of talking the 
whole situation cver frankly. Lt wae their unanimous con- 
eclusion that there were no differences that hed arisen or 
that could arise but could be settled amicably, dein arma 
and with satisfaction te the fair minded men of both race 
It wae also the belief of the meetine that some thing sbonie 

t 


be Jone to counteraet the pernicious work of those whe seemed 


bent upon promoting strife. It was thought that the best anda 
most effective means to that end would be a demonstration 
on a lsrge scale of racial cordiality and business solidarity. 
it has now been decided that a dsputation ef from 
50 to 75 representative bueiness and pro’essional men from 
| ae is 
. 


Ontario will visit Quebee during the weck commencing October 
8the Theywilt be received and entertained by a like number 
of representative French-Gancdiane, and starting with Montreal 
on fhankerivi ing Day, October 9th, the party will travel to- 


gether to Three Rivere, Quebec, ani “*herbrooke, the entire 


trip occupying just four days in all. In each place functions 
of an informal character will be held, in order that there may 
be affordéd an oceasicn forcospeeches that will be Gutually 
complimentary. Care will be taken to see that controversial 
subjects are avoided at these public functions, and to create 


i 
fer publicity purposes ah impression of cordiality and good 
hciehyeiaeees adil Between times, on the train, in the hotels, 
and on the streets, the personal contact between French 

and | English speaking Cansdians will undoubtedly accomplish 
4 great deal in the direction of removing mis sapyréehensions, 
of inspiring trust and esteem and thus establish the basis 
for the conciliatory cettlement of disputes, and closer and 
more effective coeoperation in the prosecution of the Ware 
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It fellows, ef course, that at a somewhat later 
date the vicit will be returned, Ontaric doing the honours to 
its guests from Quebece 


I know that it will mean sacrifices of both time 
and money for you to join the party from Ontario, but this is 
a time when it is our common duty te make sacrifices, to say 
nothing of the fact that the object to be served is worthy 
of your most earnest efforte 


Puller details will be sent you as the plans of the 
Committee are maturede In the meantime, let me urge you 
on behalf of the Committee to accept this invitation to partici- 
pate in a movement that is vital in the interests of national 
unity and to which I feel sure you will always be able to look 
back with the deerest satisfaction. 


there is no objection to your discussing this 
proy;ceal privately with business acquabntences you can trust, 
but the candor with which I have alluded to certain features 
of the situation makes it necessary for me to request you 
to use this letter with discretion. 


4 


et mé know at the carliest possible moment 
tee may count you among the number who will 


Yeure faithfully, 


Xuebec-pntaric Fntente Connittvee,. 


oe Ne "GOdirey, KsC. 

A. #. Ages 

S. 8. Parsons, Vice~Fresident, Canadian Nanufacturers Assoc. 
FP, Gundy, Wood-—Gundy 4 Co. 

fr. G. H. Locke, Chief Librarian, Toronto. 

Srtbur Hewitt, President Poard of Trade 


Colonel R. W. leonard. 
PR 


J. FP. Pell, General Wanager, Pank of Harilton. 
fF. W. Stone, Stone Limited. 
z $ Sse : om | . a 
Lt.-Col. Mulloy, Kingston Wilitary College. 
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G. Ne. Nurray, Secretary Canadian Nanufacturers ds 
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Arthur Hawkes. 
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